THE 2006 INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHY OLYMPIAD 

The best geography students from 23 countries from all over the world participated in the 6th International Geography Olympiad in Brisbane, Australia, from 28 June to 3 July 2006. This Olympiad was held under the auspices of the International Geographical Union Olympiad Task Force. The Olympiad 2006 was held in conjunction with the IGU Regional Conference, 3 - 7 July, and the Commission on Geographical Education Symposium, 26 June - 2 July. The 2006 Olympiad was being hosted by The Royal Geographical Society of Queensland Inc and the Australian Geography Teachers’ Association Ltd. 

The aims of the International Geography Olympiad are to (1) stimulate active interest in geographical and environmental studies among young people; (2) contribute positively to debate about the importance of geography as a senior secondary school subject; (3) facilitate social contacts between young people from different countries and doing so, contribute to the understanding between nations. The official language of the International Geography Olympiad is English.

More countries than ever participated in the 2006 Olympiad in Brisbane: Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, China-Beijing, China-Taipeh, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Slovenia and the United Kingdom. Each participating country consisted of a team of four students of secondary schools and two adults team leaders. Students’ ages were between 16 and 19 years old. Students were selected through a national competition. 
The Olympiad consisted of three parts: a written response test (40% of total marks), a substantial fieldwork exercise (40%), and a multimedia test (20%). Students completed almost all test assignments individually. The three test elements were organised on different days. For past examples of questions, see the Olympiad website  http://www.geoolympiad.org which is sponsored by ESRI.

As part of the two-day fieldwork exercise students investigated the geographical characteristics of Kelvin Grove, Brisbane. The task was to explore this urban area in order to evaluate development plans for this part of Brisbane.

During the Olympiad a cultural evening was organised in which teams presented a piece typical of their homeland (dance or music).  This resulted in a nice evening that contributed to mutual understanding and friendship. During the Olympiad teams also gave a presentation about some geographical themes in their country. These presentations helped to differentiate existing images of the participating countries. In addition to the cultural evening and the geographical presentations the students participated in different excursions outside Brisbane. After the Olympiad most of the teams made a  week excursion through the area north or west of Brisbane.

Who won the 2006 Olympiad? Jacek Próchniak from Poland was the best of all 96 students. The second place was for Jakub Redlicki from Poland and Alexandra Livia Petrusca from Romania was number three. The medal awarding ceremony was held at the opening of the IGU symposium and IGU president professor Adalberto Vallega was the first to congratulate the brilliant young geographers. 

The ranking of the winning teams was: (1) Poland, (2) Estonia (3) Romania (4) The Netherlands (5) Australia. Newcomer and organiser Australia did a wonderful job! 
At the evaluation meeting students and team leaders said to be happy with this Olympiad. The whole Olympiad was a great success and a good promotion for geography and international understanding thanks to the superb organisation ands support from Kath Berg and her Australian colleagues.
The Task Force and team leaders agreed on further improvement of the Olympiad and continuing teamwork in preparing the next International Geography Olympiad in Tunis in 2008.
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